





THE NATIONAL REGISTER. , 
— = Sel, 











No. 14] 


CITY OF WASHINGTON, APRIL 1, 1820 


(Vou. tX. 





Published, every Saturday, by Jonatuan Excror, at five doliars per annum—payable in advance. 











Contents of this No. of the wunonal Regisier. 
Correspondence between commodores Decatur and Barron, 
20) to 221, Congressional Proceedings, 221 to 224, 
G&- o Se) wee 
Our renders are aiready informed of the fhtal result of the 





meeting between Commedores Deeatur and B rron, that took ! 


piace near Bladensburg on the 22d uit) where the former was 
piortady wounded,and expired about twelve heurs after the 
duel. at bis residence in cus city; and the latter tho’ severely 
wounded 1s now doing weii, the topic having excited suc 
genere! attention, throughout the umion, we have thought a 
publicative of the lecters that led to the misunderstanding 
would be generally acceptable. 


Tih FAPAL BULL. 

This week we liave oceupied our paper 
chiefly with a cor e-pordence which passed 
beiween Commodores Decatur and Barron, 
previous t» the late taal catastrophe:-—'The 
letters are be given entire, as we flud them 
published by the friends of the former geutle- 
wan, (ia a pamphlet form, just issved from 
the press of Messrs, Gales and Seaton )—and 
leave the reader to make up his mind on the 
inerits of the controversy, without Comment on 
ourpart; though we may be allowed to add, 
from an iatelligent and highly respectable 
source, that there exists other letters, omitted 
in this collection, that have an equal bearing 
oo the elucidation of this imeresting subject, 
which, perhaps, we may hereafter publish. 

~~ —— 


Correspondence between the late Commodore 
Stephen Decatur and Commodore James 
Barron, which led to the unfortunate Mect- 
ing on the 22d of March. 


No. 1. 
. Hampton, Va. June 12, 1819. 
Str—I have been informed. in Norfolk, 


that you have said that you coold jnsult me! 


with impunity, or words of that effect. 
you have said so, you will no donbt avow it, 
and f shall expect to hear from you, J am, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARRON, 
To Com. Stephen Deestur; Washington. ~ 


No. 2, 
Washington, 17th June, 1819. 

Sin—I have received your communication 
of the 12thinst. Before you conid have been 
entitled to the jnformation you have asked of 
me, you should have given sp the name ol 
your informer. That frankoess which ought 
© characterise our profession required it. J 
shall not, however, refuge to answer you ou 
"rat account, but shall be as candid in my 


Couraunication t@ you as your ieter er the tf 


ease will warrant. 


ch | vther oan) © with impunity.” 





Whatever I may fave thought, or said, in 
the very frequent and free conversations I 
have had respecting you and your conduct, 
I feel a thorough conviction that 1 never 
| could have been guilty of so much egotista 
Jas to say that “* T could insult you” (or any 
I am, sir, 
|| your obedient servant, 
STEPHEN DECATUR. 


To Com. James Barron, Hampton, Vir. 


No. 8. 
Hampton, Vir. June 25th, 1819. 

Sirn—Your communication of the 17th inst, 
in answer to mine of the 13th, [have rece ved. 

The circumstances that urged me to callon 
you for information requested in my letter, 
would, I presume, have instigated you, or any 
other person, to the same conduct that I pur- 
sued, Several gentlemen in Norfolk, not your 
jeaemirs, nor actuated by any malicious mo- 
itive. told me that such a report was in circulas 
tion, but could not now be traced to its origin. 
, |, therefore, concluded to appeal to you, sup- 
|| posing under such circumstances, that I could 
net outrage any rule of decorum or candor. 
Tiis, F trast, will be considered as a just mo- 
‘tive for the course T have pursued. Your des 
claration, if I understand it correctly, relieves 
‘my mind trom the apprehension that you bad 
|| so degraded my character, as I had been in- 
| duced to alledge. 1 am, sir, your obedient 
l' servant, JAMES BARRON, 
‘Yor Com Stephen Decatur, Washington. 








No. 4. 

| Washington, June 29, 1819. 
Str—I have received your communication 
‘of the 25th, in answer to mine of the 17th, 
‘and, as you have expressed yourself doubt!:il- 
‘lv, as te your correct understandiog of my 
itetter of the. aforesaid date, I have aaw to 
state, and I request you to onderstand dis« 
tinctly, that I meant no mene than to dis- 
claim the specific and perticular expression 
fo which your exquiry was directed, to wit :° 
that I had said that Jcould iasult you with 
imponity. As to the motives of the “ several 
gentlemen in Norfolk,” your informants, or the 
sumors which © cannot be traced to their ori- 
cin,” on which their information wus founded, 
or who they are, isa matfer of perfctr indif- 
ference to me, as is alsuy your motives in make 
ling such an inquity oo such information, 
| Your obedient servant, t 

STEPHEN DECATUR, 
To Com. James Barron, Hampton, Vir. - 


_——~ * 
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No. 5. , given the invitation, which T accept, and will 
Hampton, Oct. 23,1819. || prepare to meet you at such lime and place 
Sra—I liad supposed that the measure of | as Our respective friends, hereatter to be vam 
your ambition was nearly completed, and led, shall designate  Lalso, uader all the cir- 
that your good fortune had rendered your| cumstances of the case, consider myself en- 
s-nutation for acts of maynanimity too deat) tied to the choice of we ipons, place, and 
t» be risked wantonly oa occasions that never |} distance e; but shovld'a difference of opmion 
ean redound to the honor of bom that would || he entertained by our friends. d flatter myself, 
be great. [L had also concluded that your l from your known personal courage, that you 
rancour towards me was fully sati fied, by the |) would disdain any untair advantage, which 
eruel ard onmerited sentence passed upor |i your supcrioritys the use of the pistol, and 
me by the court of which you were amembet3|/ the waiural defect in mv vision, increases by 
aad, after an exile from my country, family |) age, would give you. Twill thank you nt to 
and friends, of nearly seven years, L had con: |) yur your name on the cover of your answer, 
cluded that I should now be allowed, at least,'| 6. j presume, you can have no disposition 
to enjoy that solace, with this society, that i} to give unnecessary pain to the temales of my 
lacerated feelings like mine, required, and)! family. Lam, sir, your obedient servant, 
that you would have suffered me to remain | F JAMES BARRON, 
in quiet possession of those enjoyments ; but, |] Com. Stephen Decatur, Washmgton. 
scarcely had [set my foot on my native soil, nee 
ere Ll learnt that the same malignant spirit! le. G, 

Washington, Sist. Oct. 1819, 
to ruin my reputation, was still at work, an!) Sin—Yoour letter of the 23d iost. has beer 
that you were ongenerously traducing my|j uly seceived. Prior to giviog it that reply 
character whenever an occasion occurres | wich Linteod, its contents sugvest the neces 
whicl suited your views, and, in many instan || sy of referring to our June correspondence, 
crs, not much te your credit as an officer|{ Onthe 2th Juae last, you addressed to 
turough the mediam of our juniors; such) me a note, inquiring whether DP had said that 

meduect cannot fail to produce aa injurivus||\*coul! insult you with inipuvity”? On th 
effect on the discipline and subordination ot || 17th Jane. T wrote to you, in reply, as follows: 
the navy. A report of this sort, sir, coming |i'* Whatever Eo omoy have thought or said i 
irom the respectable and creditable sources it || the very frequent end free couvers:ti 
did, conld not fail to arrest my attention, and || fave kad respecting you aud your 
to excite those feelings which might naturally i} feel a thoreunvir eunviedgon that | 
be expected to arise in the heart of every man}| could have bean guilty of so much eotiss 
whe professes to entertain principles of honor. || as to say that J could insult you, or any of] 
end intends to act in conformity with them. || map, with impunity” 
With sneb feelings L addressed a letter to you On the 2o:h ot June, you again wrote to 
rnder date of the i3th June last, whieh pro j| me, and stated, that the report an whiel you 
duced a correspondence between us, which }]] bad grounded your query of 121b of June, 
hiave since been informed vou have endeavor: || ** could not now be traced to its origin”? and 
ed touse to my farther mjury. by seading it}! your letter is concluded in the following words: 
Yo Nerfolk by a respectable officer of the na-|}* your declaration, if | uaderstand it correct- 
vy, to be shewn to some of my particular}! iy, relieves my mind from the apprehension 
fiends, with a view of alienating trom me}} that you bad so degraded my character, as | 
their attachment. IT am also informed that}! had been induced to alledge.’? Immediatels 
vou have taunticg!y and boastingly observed,|} on receiving your letter of the 25th June, f 





it you would cheerfully meet me in the field,|| wrote to you 29th June as follows : As you 
em! hoped Ewould yet act like aman, or that|| bave expressed yourself doubttully as to your 
vou had'used words to that effect: such cons] correct understanding of my jetter of the 17ih 
ducf, sir en-the part of any one, but especial-j| June, I have now to state, and J reqnest you 
ly one occupying the influencial station uader|j (» understand, distinctly, that [T meant ne 
the yovernment which you hold, towards an|| more than to disclaim the specific and partic 
indivieual situated as Lam, and oppressed || ular expression. to which your inquiry was 
as L have been, and that chiefly by yuri] directed. to wit: * that } had said that I could 
means, is unbecoming you asan officer and aj insult yeu with impunity.” Here ended our 
gentiemav; and shews a wanto! magnanim-|} June correspondence, aod with it, all kind of 
ity which, hestile as | have found yu to be || communication, ti!) the date of your letter ol 
towards me, I had hoped for. your own repv- || the 23d inst. which I shall now proceed to 
tation you possessed. It cails loudly for re |/ notice, 
d: css at your hands: I consider you as having || Nearly four months having elapsed since 
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the date of our last corresperdence, your let-, For my conduct as a member of that court 
ter was unexpected to me, parneatarly as the martial, £ do not consider myself as, in any 
term ed by you, i the conclusiou of vou H| Ww iv accountable to God. But, sir, you have 


letter coie of 25th Jone, aod your silence } thou ght fit to dedace, from your impressions 


sive receiving my letter of 29th June, indi- ur my CONUUCL its at eniber of that court mars 
eat-d as FP thought, satisfaction on your part, | tial, inferences of personal hostility towards 
But, it seems that you consider yourself ag-| you, tufiudnced by feelings thence arisi: gy 
eneved hy my sending our June coréespond-) you commenced the June corresponde nee, a 
ence !o Norfolk. LU did aot sead the June e- |, correspondence which [ had hoped W ould 
respec ndeuce to Norfolk until turee mouths va } have terminated our communications, 
expired afier your last comuenication, and I Between you and myself, there never has 
not then, uotil Dhad been informed by a cup. |jbeen a personal difterence, but 1 have enter- 
tain ihe navy, thata female of your ae fitataed, and do still entertain the opinion, 
quew ance had stated, that such a corres: |i that your conduct as an officer, since the af.- 
pondence had taken place." Hf that corres- He iir ol the Chesapeake, has beeu such as ouglit 
pondence has, in any degree,  alicnated your |) to forever bar your ce-admission into the ser- 
friends from you,” such effect is to be attrib. l vice. 
uted io the correspondence itself TT thoug | In my letter to you, of the 17th June, al- 
the papers would speak for theasselves, and bee seh di ‘savowed the particular expressi ns 
sent them: without written comment. to which you mvited my attention, candor re-- 
With respect to the court martial upon} quired that I should apprise you of my not 
vou for the aifair of the Ches: ap seake, to — h having been silent re spe cting you. Th: iform- 
‘ have been pleased to refer, f shall not ed you that Lhad had verg frequent and free 
treat the officers, who c “pen sed that courf, < ‘onversutions respecting you and your con- 
with so much disrespect, attempt a vin- duct; and the words were underscored, that 
dication of their proc sedhihen. The chief they might not fail to attract your particular 
W agistrate of our country approved them; attentian. tlad you have asked what those 


= i 





itd free 


the nation approved them; and the sentence frequemt and free conversations were, I 
hits | been carried into e fiect But, sir, there should, with the same frankness, have told 


is apart of my conduct on that eccasion, you; but, instead of making a demand of this 
which it does not appear irrevalentto revive kind. you reply to thy I fter of 17th June, 
in your r collection. [t is this; L was pre-) “ That my ¢ eclaration, if correctly under- 
sane af the court of inqiary V pa you, and ! staod by you, relieved you remind,’ & c. That 
heard the evidenee then adduced’ for and. you mist correctly waderstand what I did 
uwainst vou; thence f drew an opinion altos mean. £ addres ssed you, a5 before observed, 
re ethe  onfavorable to yous 3 and, " hen I was: en the 29th June, and endeavoared, by under- 
cailed t upen. by the Secretary of th Navy, | scordegy certain precise terms, to convey to 
to act as memer of the char’ niarti al orders! You my precise Tepe ‘Lo this last letter 
ed for vour trial, L begeed tu be excused the 4 i never received a reply 

duty x On the ground of my having formed i Under these circum, tan ees, I have judgert 


* 


eneh an opinion. The honorable Secretary | it expedient at this time to state, as distinctly 
was pleased te insist on my serving’ r still anx- | as may be in wy power, the facts upon whicla 


ious to ‘tie refieved from this service, I did,| F ground the uifavorable opinion which Len- 
prior to my taking my seat as a member of | tertain, and have expressed, of your conduct 
the court, communicate to your able advo-ja3 an officer, since the court martial upon 
eate, general ‘Tavtot, the opinion I had form-, you; while £ disclaim all persunal enmity to- 
ed, ~ my cotres} endence with the avy i wards you. 

Dep vartinent upon the snbject, in order to af Some tise after you had been suspended 
ford you an opportunity, “should you deem it; from the service, for your conduct in the af- 
expedient, to protest agaiust my being a: faic of the Chesapeake, you proceeded, in a 
member on the ground of my not only | havi ig! me rchant brig, from Nor!olk te Pernam! uco; 
formed, bt expr essed ano pinion unt: vor able and by a comnrunication from the late captain 
to von. Yon did net protest avainst my be- Lewes, whose honor and veracity were never 
ing a member. Duty constrained me, how-, questioned, it appears-that you stated to Mr. 
ever unpleasant it was, to take my seat asa Lyon, the Sritish consul at Pernambuco, 





0 





members I did sy, and dischareed the duty) with whom you lived © ‘Lhaft if the Chesa- 
rnpesed npen me. You. [ find, are incapa- peake had been prepared for action you would 
ble of estimn ting the motives which guide d tHot ! Mave resisted the attack K of the 1. eopard; 
my conduct in this transaction. | assigning, as a reason, that you knew, fas did 
ae also our ate ypment,) there were deserters on 

“See the extract from Cant. Cartes’s letter liboard your ships that the President of the 
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United “tates knew there were deserters on ceived even a reprimand; and I do know 
board, anc o: the intention of the British to| that your pay, even during your absence, has 
take them; end that the President caused you “beer co: inued to you 

to gu out in a defenceless state, jor the ex-|, A» t» my having spoken of you injuriously 
press purpose of having your ship attached |) to * junior officers,” Tbave to remark, that 
und disgraced. and thus attain his favorite! such 1s the state of our service that we bave 
cnject Tineshion the United Stat: sin a war! but few seniors. (di T speak with officers at 
with Great Britain” For confirmation of, all, the probability is, it will be with a junior. 
this infyrwation. captain Lewis refers to Mr.) On your return to this country, your efforts 
VYhomas (coodw n of Baltimore, the brother! to re establish yourself in the service were 


213 


of capiai» Ridgely, of the Navy, who received 
it from “ir. Lyen himself. Reference was 
made to Mr. Goodwin, who, in an official com- 
munication. confirmed al] that capta: Lewis 
had said. The veracity and respectability 
of Mr. Goodwin are . bevond question. 
You will be enabled to judge of the impres- 
sion made upon captain Lewis’ mind, by the 
following strong remarks he mace on the sub- 
ject: 

“Tam now convinced that Barron is a trai 
tor. for I, can call by no other name a man 
who-would talk in this way to an Englishman, 
and an Englishman in office.” 

_ These communications ave now in the ar- 
chives of the Navy Department. 

If, sir, the affair of the Chesapeake excited 
the indignant feelings of the nation towards 


known, and became a subject o} conversas 
tin with officers as well as other. tn the 
mMouy aud free conversation I have had re- 
$ eciing you and your conduct, I have said, 
fui the causes above enumerated, that, in my 
opinion, you ought not to be received again 
into the naval service; that there was not 
‘employment for all the cSicers who had faith- 
fully discharged their duty to their country 
inthe hour ot trial; and that it would be do- 
iny ap act of injustice to employ you, to the 
‘exclusion of any one of them. In speaking 
thos, and endeavoring to prevent your re-ad- 
mission, f conceive that 1] was performing a 
duty Lowe tothe service; that Twas coniibe 
uiing to the preservation of its respeciabiily. 
Had you made no effort to be re-employed, 
;, after the was, it 4s more than probable L might 


(reat Britain; and was, as every one admits | not have spoken of you.. If you continue 
oue_of the principal causes which produced |, your. efforts, I shall certainly, from the same 
the late war, did it not behove you te take an |: feelings of public duty by which I have hith- 
active partin the war, for your own sake?—) erto been actuated, be constrained to contin. 
Patriotivm out of the question! But. sir, in- | we the expression of my opiniows ; and Iecaa 
stead of finding you in the foremost ranks, on |! assure you, that, jo the exchange of opinions 
a) oreasion which so emphatically demanded | with, other, officers cespecting you, 1 have 
your best exertions, it is aid, and is credited | never met with more than one who did not 


that you were, after the commencement of 


the war, to be found in (he command of a ves- | 


sel sailing under British license! Though 
urged, by i friends to avail yourself of 
same one of the opportonites which were eye- 
ry day occurring, in privateers, or other fast 
eailing merchant vesgels, sailing from France 
and other places to return tv your country, 
daring, the war; itis net known that you ma-. 
nifested.adispositinn.to do.so. excepting im 
thesingfe instance by thecariel John Adams, | 
in which vessel, you must have known you 
cotld not be permitted to return, without: 
viclating her character.as a cartel. 

You say.you have been oppressed, You 
know, sir, that, by absenting yourself, as you} 
did for years, from the country, withont leave | 
from the government, you subjected yourself! 
to be stricken from the rolls. You know, also, | 
that, by the 10th article of theact for the bet 
ter government of the Navy. a!l persons in| 
the Navy holding intercourse wih an enemy, 
become subject te the severest punishment 
known to our laws, You have not, for the 
ofkaces before stated, to my knowledge, re- 


| 
' 
| 
| 


entirely concur with me, 

| ‘The objects of your communication of th 
23d, as expressed by you, now, claim my.no- 
i tice. You profess tu consider me as having 
given you “an invitation.” You say that 
you have been told, that I have “ tauntiogly 
and boastingly observed, that 1 would,cheere 
fully. meet you in the field, and. hoped you 
would yet. act likea man,” 

One would naturally have supposed, that 
after having. been so. recently led into error by. 
**sumors” which could not be traced, you 
would lave received, with some caution, sub- 
quent rumours; at all events. that you would 
have endeavored to have tracted them, before 
again venturing to act upon them as, if they 
were true. Ilad you bave pursued this course 
you would have discovered, that the latter 
rumors were equally unfounded as the former. 

I never invited you to the field; nor have f 
expressed a hope that you would call me out. 
Iwas informed, by a gentleman with whom 
you had conferred upon the subject, that you 
‘eft Norfolk for this place, sometime before 
your June correspendence, with the intention 
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of calling me cut. IT then stated to that 
gentleman, as T have to all others with whom 
Thave conversed upon the subject, that, if you 
made the call, T would meet yous but that, on 
all scores, I should be much better pleased. 
to have nothing to do wih’you. FT do not | 

| 


| 


‘ 
| 











think that fighting duels, under any circun- 
stances, can raise the renutation of any man,’ 
and have long since discovered, that it is not | 
eveb au unerring criterion of personal eoasagel 
I should regret the necessity of fizbting any || 
man; but, inmy opinion, the man who makes | 
urms his profession, is not at liberty to de-| 
cline an invitation from any person, whe is not, 
so far degraded, as to be beneath his not ee.) 
Having incautiously said ] would meet you, 
1 will not now consider this tabe your case, 
although many think so; and if I had not pledg- 
ed myself, I might reconsi:'+r the case. 

As to “ weapons, place, and distance,” | 
if we are to meet, those points will, asis usual, 
be committed to the friend I may select on the, 
occasion. As far, however, as it moy be left) 
to me, not having any perticular arm, ‘dis-! 
tance, or mode, (but, on the contraty, dislik-' 
itig thein all,) { should not be found fastidious |; 
on those points, but should be rather disposed i 
16 yield you any little advantage of this kind || 
As to my skillin the ase of the pistol, it exeists i 
nore in your imagination than in reallity; for i 
the last twenty years Ihave had but littl | 

| 








practice; and the disparity in our ages, fo 
which you havebeen pleased to refer, is I be- 
lieve, not more than five or six years. It!) 
would have been out of the common coufse of }} 
nature, if the vision of either of us had been |) 
improved by years. 

From vour manner of proceesting, it appears 
to me, that you have come to the determina- 
tioa to fight some one, and that you have se- 
lected me for that purpose; and E mast take 
leave to observe, that your object would have 
been better attained, had you have made this 
decision during our late war, When your fight 
ing might have benefitted your country as well 
as yourself. The style of your communica- 
tion,and the matter, did not deserve so dis- 
passionate and historical a notice as I have 
given it; and had I believed it would receive |, 
no other inspection than yours, 1 shou!d have |, 
spared myself the trouble. The course 1 adopt- |}. 
ed with our former correspondence, I shall 
pursue with this, if I shall deem it expedient, 
IT am, sir, your obedient servaiit, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 
‘Yo Com. James Barron, Hampton, Vir. 
EXTRACT. | 
Nortolk, 24th August, 1819. 

My Dear Commodore: Nothing had trans- 

pired here previous to my arrival on the sub- 
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AL 


ject of the correspondence; bat a Lady, a Miss: 


eeete® T think her name is, from Hampton, 
sas stated, that a correspondence had taken, 
piace between you and B. which she feared 
would end ina meeting, ‘The fears of this 
lady are at direct variance with the opinion of 


, your friends here, who think that be does not 


purpose saying more on the subject. 

As it seems that it was knowe at Hampton; 
and even here, that letters had passed be- 
tween you ard B. may I venture to ask you to: 
send a copy of them to Mr. Tazewell, who F 
have just left. He will, with great pleasure, 
he says, attend to your wishes. ' 

Receive the best wishes of your friend. 

W. CARTER, 

Commodore Decatur. 

No 7. 
Washington, November, 1819. 

Sir: Since my commuvication to you of the 
Sistult L have been ioformed by a gentleman 
entitled to the fullest credit, that you were not 
afoat till after the peace; cousequently, the 
report whic) Enoticed of your having sailed 
under British license mast be onfounded. 

{ am, sir, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR 
Com. Jas Barnon. 
seed ' 
No. 8. ‘ 
Hampton, Nov. 30, 1815S. 
Sir: Unavoidable interruption has prevent: 


ed my answering your two last communicas, 


tious as early asit was my Wish to have done, 
hut in afew days you shall have my reply. 

tain, sir, your cbedieut servant, i : 
JAS. BARRON) ‘ 
Com. Sreruen Decatur. ~ Sarat 
—_ ‘ 
Si No, g. j a4 sat paitey 
: * Hamptin, 30h No®: 1819." 

Sin: I did mot receive, until’ Puesd ay): th 
MNhinstc your very lengthy, elaborate aid’ 
histofieal reilv, Without date, to “itiy letter to 
you of the 23d: ultimés which, from its na- 
ture and object, did not, f conceive require 
that you should have entered so much into 
detail, in defence of the tustile and uamauly 
course you have pursued ‘owards me, sidce 
the © affair of the Chesapeake.” as you term 
it. A much more lacon answer would save 
served my purpose, which, for thé present, is 
nothing more than to obtain at your bonds 
honorable redress for the accumulated ineul a 

which you, sir, in particular, above all my en 
emies, have attempted to heap apon me, in 
every shape ia which they could be off ed, 
Your last voluminbus fetter is alone snilic. ac 
proof, if none other existed, Of toe Panes ous 


disposition you entertain iowards me, and the 
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extent to which you have carried it. That 
Yetter | should no otherwise notice, than mere- 

ly to inform you it bad reached me, and that } 
J am prepared to meet you in the field upon |} a 
any thing like fair aod equal gronnds; but | 
jnasmuch as you have intimated that our cor-| 
respondence is to go before the public, I fer 
ita duty 1 owe to mysel/, and to the worid, to | 
reply partic ularly to the many calumiaon 
charges ard aspersions with which your *  dis-| 
passionate and histerical notice” of my com-! 
munication so abundsatly teeme; wishing you, | 
sir, at the same time, * distinetly to under- 
stand” that itis not for you alone, or to justify | 
myselfi: your estimation, that I take this} 
course. You have dwelt much upon our 
* June correspondence,” as you stile it, and, 
have made many quotations from it. Tdeem| 
it unnecessary, however, to advert to it, fur- | 
ther than toremark, that, although “ nearly | 
four months” did intervene between that cor- 
respondence and my letter of the 23d ultime, | 
that silence «rose not from any misapprehen 
sion of the purport of your coutumacious * un- 
derscored” remarks nor from the maliciovs 
desizns they indicated, nor froma tame dispo- 
Sition to yield quietly to the operation w hic h| 
cither might have against me; but, from a te- 
dious and painful indisposition, which confined 
me to my bed the chief part of that period, as 
is «el! known to almost every person here’ 1 
entivipated, however, from what I had found 
you capable of doing to my injury, the use to 
which you would endeavour to pervert that 
correspondence; and have not at al! been dis 
appointed, So soon as I was weil enough, 
and heard of your machinations against me, | 
lost no tine in addressing to you my letter of 
the 23d ultimo; your reply to which [ have 
bow more particularly to notice. T have not 
said, nor did I mean to convey such an idea 
nor will my letier bear the interpretation, that 
your forwarding to Norfolk our “ June cor- 
respondence” had, “ in any degree, alienated 
my frieads from me;” but, that it was sent 
down there with that view. It is a ‘source o H 
great consolation to me, sir, to know, thai l| 
have more friends, bothin and outof the navy, 
than you are aware of; and that it is not iy 
your power, great as you may imagine pred 
official influence to be, to deprive me of thei: 
good opinion and affection. As tothe reason! 
which seems to have prompted you to s nd! 





that correspondence to N: bot t, & it a feo] 
} 
male of my acquaintance had stated tuat such} 


: eh toke TE Re ss aa | 
nn on ad tak m place.” twit only remark 


that she did novi derive - rT tfo rmation from 
me: that it has always been, and ever wil! be, ifs 
with me, a principle to touch as delicately vs 
Scsitle. Upon reports sa idto come fiom fer) 


trees, intended to ailect injuriously the cha li inquiry, an 
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racter of any one; and-that, in a correspond- 
I. nee like the present, highly as I estimate the 
ex, | should never think of intieducing them 
sauthority. Females, sir, have nothing, or 


if 


ie 
;a 


io have nathiag to do in controversies 


—_ 
fthis kind. Juspeakiog of the court martial 
which sat upon my trial, [ have cast a0 mipu- 
tation or reflection upon the members tndivid- 

liy who composed ii (saving vourselt) which 
reguired that you should aitempt ay indication 


of their prac eeding ZS; chaupi on as you are, 





and hostile as some of them may have been ie 
helanguage of my letter ware 
rant any such inference. L merely meant to 
point oulto you, sir, what you appear to have 
been incapable of perceiving—the indelicacy 
of your conduet (to say the icast of it) in hunt. 
ing me out as at objec: for malignant perse- 
rotion, after having acted as one of my judges, 
and giving veur voice in favor of a sentence 
against me, which | cannot avoid repeating, 
lt is the privi- 


ime: nor does t 





was “ernel and vamerited ” 


eve 


re, sir, of @ nyu deepiy injured as I have 


i beemby that decision, and conscious of his not 
Fr serving it, as | feel wyself, to remonstrate 
| avainst ifs oar [ have taken the libes y to @X- 
ercise that privilege, 

You saythat © the proceedings of the 
Court have been approved by the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of our cousitry, that the nation appro- 
ved of them, and that the sentence has been 
carried into effect.” It is true the President 
of the United States did approve of that sen- 
tence, and thatit was carried into efect—full 
and complete eflect, which | should have sup- 
posed ought to bave glutted the envieus and 
vengeful disposition of vour heart; but I deny 
that the nation has approved of that sentence, 
and as an appeal apes ais likely to be mad 
to them, I am willing to submit the question. 
The part you took on that oce asion, it was 
tots lly unnecessary. I assure you, “ to res ive 
in my recollection;” it is inde! ibly imprinted 
on my mind, and can never, while L have life, 
be crased. You acknowledge you were pre- 
sent at the Court of Ioquiry in my case, 
“heard the evidence for and against me, and 
ahead, therefore, formed and expressed an opi- 
nian untavourabie to me.” and vet, your oo 
science was made of such pliable materia! 


that, becuase the then “ honorable Sec retary 
of the Navy was pleased to insist on 3 eye sere 
ving as a member of the Court Martial, and 


because did not protest against it,” you con- 
ceive that * duty constrained you, however 
unple sant. to take your seat as a member,” 
although you were to act under the se’emn 
sanction ef an oath. to render me impartial 

tic e upon the very testim ony which had 

vered in your hearing x before the Court of 


aid £ oS 38) allnereny '¢ ci 
G ifrOm With You” crew an Opi de 


° 7 
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jon, altogether unfavorable to me.” thow 
such conduct can be reconciled with the pri: 
ciples sof common honor and j j astice, is to me 
inexplicable. Under such circumstances, 1 
consideration, no power or authority oo eart 
could, or ought to, have forced any libera 
high mii ided man to sit in a case whiel: he hau 
prej! udged, and, to retort upod you your ow; i 
exp ressions, you must have beea “ saeape! le 
| 


7 
| 
A 
| 


eeing the glarin zg impropriety of your 
vu ah you do not ¢ oncei ive 


ols 
alth 
Way : 


duct, for which, 
yourself in any 
Avpe you will be able to account for it 
your God, and your @msctence. You 
Jetween you and mys lt there never has bee 

& persor val difference, “ and you incision = 


> 
cr 


ccountable te me,? 


’ 
Wi 


personal enmity towards me.” [f every step | 
vou have taken—every word you have utter ! 
ay and every line you have written, in re-; 


lation to me—if vour own admission of the! 
ee conversations you have | 








very frequent an rd fi 
had — ecting me, and my co) vduet, 
of the ¢ 


' 
the ; . 
the atta 


under the influence of feelin; zs of this soré,i 
why not, in Jove officia! capacity, call me 
, before a proper oe , to! 
charges you have preterred |! 
and thereby giving me a chance | 


Why 


have me brought 
r the 
against me, 

ot defending myself? 


ANS We 


of me to junior effleers * Which you do net}, 
deny? Why the “ many frequent and free | 
conversations respecting me and my con- 
duct,’ which you have taken so much pains || 
to underscore? why use the tiselting ex- 


pression. that you “ entertained, and stal do), 
ntertain, the opinion tl ve my conduct, as an 
ofcer. since that § aff 
forever to bar my etter ver aston into the 


> has been such as} 


4 


Ouyieti 
ervice.” and thot, in endeavoring to prevent 
“ you conceive you were performing a duly 


you owe to the service, and were contributing 
to its respectability’? Why the tereet, that| 
( f continued the * efforts? you saw L have jj 
been making, to be re-employed” you “cer 
tainly should be constrained to continue the , 

<pressions of those “ opinions?” 

fives not all this, fozether with 


tenor and tendency of your Jetter, manifest 


he most marked pers val animosity against 
ne, which an honorable man, actirg under 
a sense of public duty by which you protess 


ve been hitherto actuated,” would dis 


to * ha 
lain even to she 
L shall now, 
you have 
‘hall notice them in the order in which 
stand. ‘The first is one of a very he? 
se rcter. It is. that “ I prvecer ded e 
rchant brig to Pernambuce,” Could I, s 


,much more to feel? 
sir, tuke up the 
aileved against me, 


speci 


har 
Mrges 


Shetanel 
Veoait 
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durt ig tie polio. A NY SUSspels ion, have cone 
iy where in a national vescel? Could J, 
viih what was due to my family, have re- 
rained idle? The sentence of the Court de- 
ived them of the p! incipal means of snbsis- 
uce. L was therefore compelled to resort 
» that description of em; sloyme ont with which 


| was best acquainted; and on this supject you 





* since} 
! 
‘hesapeake.” bear not the|, to take them, and that the ship was ordered 
piainess stamp 0 per sunal hostility, | know jout uuder these circumstance es, witha viow 
iot the meaning of such terms; were vou not) to bring 


the whale) 


‘ould have bern silent. Bat you add, that 
e late Captain Lewis, of the Navy, who had 
from a Mr. Goodwin, who heard it from 
Hr. Lyon, the British Consul at Pernambuco 
vith whom you undertake to say L lived, re- 
,)| presented me that, if the Chesa- 
|| peake had been prepared for action, | would 
nut have resisted the attack of the Leoparc; 
assigning. as a reason, that I new, as also did 
our government, that there were deserters ou 
board the Chesapeake; and that ft said to Mr. 
Lyon, further, that the President of the Uni 
ed States knew the,e were deserters on 
board, and of theintention of the British s! Rip 


» of ’ 
S stati g. 





! 


F abouta contest yd, hich night embroi 
{I the two nations io a war.” 


,or;| Phe whole of this, sir, I pronounce to be 


' 


!a falsehood, a ridiculous, malicious, absure 
tnprobable falschood, which can never be 
ci eds ted by any man Ry dues not feel a dis 


¥ speak injuriously | position lo inpress on the epinion of the pub 


That I should, twa 
hesapeake, make 


lic that I am an id tot. 
i vears afier the affair of the € 
|} such adeclaration when sree) proof that could 
i|be required of a contrary disposition on the 
1} | part of tue Chief Magisitate had been giver, 
) cannot receive credit “fro: n any ene, but those 
i| that are di poses d to consider me such a che 
i acter as you wou ld represent me to be. { 
j lid noi live with Mr. U yon, ner did Lever 
i wld a conversation with him so indeficate as 
1 the «ne stated in captain Lewis’ letter would 
jnave been. And with what object could 4 
ihuve made such a communication? Mr. Lyon 
would naturally liave felt a contempt fora 


i] 

i é , , A 

jj man that would have suffered himself to have 

ibeen made a tool of in so diseraceful an avfe 
‘fain. L found Mr. Lyon transacting business 


produced to mea lettes 
Americ wsulin thut 
line linn as eatitied ti 


farte 


in Pernambuco: he 
trem Mr. Hill, the 

country, recommen 
he confidence of his 
of 1, 1 that port, 

ty his hands. I nf the 
ds oor acquaintance 
to me, but never 


' 
would hive 


ane 





1. PV ORS 


t fAIGeSss 


"OQ ° 
same, and tins com 
Kind ans 

IP af y respect tn 
on, 1a a high ay 
weenus. Of } 
know nothn t have never see 

taal my life nor do | conceive that ve 

r}}uearsay evidence can ever be of any kind ¢ 


penes he was 


a 
rena ys 


oF 
‘Ticate, as 
pot 


ssuel conversation 


ay 
Gwin : 


r 
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consequence against me; I was the first that 
informed the President and the Secretary of 
the Navy, that such a letter was in the De- 
partment, even before I had seen it; and, 
again, if the mere oral testimony of a British 

nt was to be consivered as evidence suffi 
cient 'o arraign an American officer. I think 
the navy wend nickly be in such a state, 
as it might be desirable for their nation to 





place it in. A+ to the impressions made up-| 
on the mind of Capt. Lewis, from this infor-! 
mation, and the “strong remarks” he made 
upen the subject, which you have thought 
proper to quot, they by no means establish 
the correctuess of that information; but only 





{No dy 
affair of the Chesapeake did certainly “ ex- 
cite,” and ought to have excited the indig- 
nant feelings of the nation towards Great 
Britain; but, however it may have justified a 
declaration of war against that power, it was 
not as you assert “ every one admits,” one of 
the principal causes of the late war. That 
did not take place, sir, until five years alter, 
when that affair had been amicably, and of 
course honorably, adjusted between the two 
nations. I mention this fact, net on account 
| of its importance. but because you have laid 
/so much stress on that “ affair.” as a reason 
_why I ought to have returned :.ome during 





‘the late war, and to shew that, although it 


go i» shew the effect it produced upon the}! did happen to be your fortunate lot to have 
inind of an individual, who seems to have}! an opportunity of being in the foremost rank, 
imbibed a prejudice against me no otherwise | on that occasion. of which you seem inclined 
to be accounted for, except your acquaint-).to vaunt, you are ignorant even of the causes 
ance with him. He is now in his grave, and | which led to it. 
Tam pertectiy disposed there to let him rest;|| Eaving, in your letter of the 5th inst. aban- 
you must however, have been bard pressed || doned the charge of my having sailed under 
andeod, to be compelled to resort to such flim-|) * British licence,” after the commencement of 
sy grounds as those, a degree weaker than! the late war, in consequence of information 
even 4 ond handed testimony, to support | received: by you from a gentleman entitled ta 
your charges against me. These commani- || the fullest credit, that I was not afoat, until 
cations. you observe, are now in the archives | afier the peace, consequently the report which 
wf the Navy Depariment Of this fact, str. |! yon roticed of my having sailed under British 
had long been apprised; and had you, when |' licence; must be onfounded. I have only to 
serching the records of that Department for) remark, on this head, that, in advancing a 
documents to injure my character, looked a| charge agaiast me of so serious a nature, and 
little further back, you would perhaps have || designed andso wefl calcalated, as it was, to 
found others calculated to produce a very | affect. avaterially, my reputation, not only as 
different effect. Of my desire to return to)) an officerofthe navy, bit as a citizen of the 


the United Stales, during the late war, there, 
are certificates in the Navy Department of 
the first respectability, which, # you had| 
been disposed to find and quote, are perhaps, 
faying on the same shell from whence you 
¢ook those, that vou appear s0 anxious to} 
bring to pnblic view; | mean my letter ap-| 
plying for service, as soon as an opportunity! 


United States, but should first have ascertain. 
ed that it was founded on fact, and not on rue 
mour, which yeu harp opon; aud ihat upon a 
proper investigation you would have discovers 


ed your other accusation to be equally ground- 


less, Pormy not returning home during the 
late war, I do not hold myself, to use your 
own expressions, “in any way accountable to 
you sir. 








offered, after the term of my suspension ex-| It would be for the government, [ 
pired; and one letter, above all, you show!d |! would suppose, to take notice of ny absence, 
not have passed over unnoticec, that which) ifthey deemed it reprehensible; and they ne 
you received from my hand of May 1805, ad-|| doubt would have done so, iad not the circum- 
dressed to the Secretary of the Navy, which |} stances of the ease, in their estimation, justi- 
was one of the principal causes of your ob |i fied it, Tiot they are perfectly satisfied upon 
taining the first command that you were ever |! this point, Phave good Yeason to believe, and 
honored with, and as you may have forgotten jtrast T shall be able to satisfy my country alse, 
it, Twill remind you, on this occasion, that, || The Presidesi’s personal contuct to me, and 
but one month previous to the date of that\|ihe memorial of the Virginia Delegation. in 
Jetter, 1, by advice and arguments, saved you |) Congress, to him, prove how [I stand 
from resigmng the service of your country i| high characters, your opinion, not 
jn a pet, because you were removed from the | ! 
first lieutenancy of the New-York, to that of, 
second of the Chesapeake; but all this and) 
much more is now forgotten by you, yet there | 
are others that recollect those circumstances, | 
and the history of your conduct to me will! 
outlive you, let my fate be whatit may. The, 


with those 
withstand. 
ing, to the contsary. I deny, Sir, that I ever 
was “urged” to do soby any one. Laying 
patriotism out of the question, as yon obsers e, 
as Well as the reasons why you think “ it bes 
hoved me” to adopt that course, there were 
otier incentives strong enough, God knows, 
to excite a desire on mv part to setura; 
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and I should have returned, Sir bat sor cr- 
cumstances beyond my control, which is not |} 
incumbent on me to explain to you. 

Had the many opportuuities really present |) 
ed themselves which you allege were * every | 
day occurring,” of which E might have availe 
myself toretuin to my country, in priv aleers 
or other fast sailing merchant vessels, from 
France and oher places. but of which you 
poot than ran fom asserion, 


pr Tuce DOO 
on whieh anesi of your otuer coarges restf 
Tiere were ne sucu MOL OTE is Vou Say 
were! every day occurme.” fo. notene within 
my reach, and for some. igerable time 
after the pews of the war arrivedtu Beomark 
it Was ae. beieved thal wont! Comleus Six 
months: builat dbad recesnwed it biehite 
intimation fromthe Geaar ameot that dso aba 4 
have been employed on ay retona, & suid 
have considered no sacifice too great, uo ex 
ertion within my power sould have beeu 
omitted to obtain so desirable an object, as 
any mark of my country’s confilence would 
have been to me in such amoment; but what 
hope had I, when my Jetter of applir ation tor 
service Was not even honored by an answer 
in regard to Jolin Adams 1 donot deem it} 
proper on this vecasiou to explain my reasons | 
foi making the attempt to return in that ship; | 
but whenever I am called on by apy person | 
properly authovised to make the enquiry, | 
am confident that I shall convince them, that 
Thad good reason to believe that I should ob- 
tain a passage in her, notwithstanding your 
great knowledge on the occasio’. 

You say, byabsenting myself, for years. |, 
from the country, without leave from the yo- 
veroment, T ‘subjected myself to be siviken 
fromthe rolls? LL knew also, by the 10: 
article of the act for the better geverumeut |) 
of thé navy, that all persons in the navy hold- | 
ing infér@ouse with ap enemy, because si ject) 
to the severest ponishment known to ihe. iaw; | 
and that, for these offences, as you are p'eas- 
ed to term them, “IT bave not received, to)! 
your knowledye. even a reprimand” Gut 4 i 
presume if T have not it is not your tant, 
What kind and humane forbearance thi-, afters | 
what i have already endured! But, sir,as you | 
seem tobe so very tatelligent upon ether’ 
points, pray tell me where was the aecessity of | 
inv asking for a furlough until the period ot | 
my suspension expired, or even after baveny | 
reported myself for duty without being voticed. | 
As to the charge of my holding intercourse | 
with the enemy, Lam at a loss io cancewe to; 
what you allude, aud sheuld degrade myseli| 
by giving it any other reply than to pronouace 
it—if you mean to insinvate tbere was any| 
uolawful or improper communication on my | 
part with the government, or any indi ividual! 
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| 
ir 
! 





assertions unkvstan nv ibe 
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of Great Briain, as a false and Sout asper- 
sion oo my charuetei, which bo co duet or 
circumbtacce of my lite, however it might be 
tortured by your malice er invenuity, can, ia 
avy inannes, justly _or support, You saYy 
jalso, that .oudo know “ that.gy pay. ever 
| during my absence, wus continued to me.” Te 
isnot the fact, sie; Pivewer, anw ont wiry ree 
cently eince my rein, ree: ived Gut half pay. 
This part of your ictter D should vot have ree 
garded, were it not (6 shew with what beide 
Hess, facility, and Sane f oid, you can muke 
oh Cow of truthy 
rely acy yinted with 
half pry 
that not one conics it 

wrecewed by me The government was 
so good us to pay the ameunt tomy uplertu- 


but, W you had made ver 
circumstances celative to aay 
og would have ‘oui 


juate female family, whase kindest entertan 


meat you have trequraity epjoyed. Poor nu - 
fortunate ehitdren! Wiese aneostors, ¢ . 
man of them, did contribute every disposals 
shilling of their property, many ot i bets 
lives, and all of them thoi best: exe 
establish the independence of thers country, 
shonld now be told that the smylt aeponet et 
iny half pay was considered, by ag officer «5 
Ligh rank, teo much for thea! You bays teen 
zood enough to informe iat, oo my recor 
to this country, my * eff! erts, as you have 
been pleased to call thea, “ to re-iustate my= 
self in the service were koown, sud became a 
subject of conversation with ofieers, as well 
4s others;” aad, but for thase © efforts, if is 
move than probable vou would not have spo- 
heen uf nie. This would indeed have disple ye 
ed a wondertul degree of | nity read courtesy 
on your part, of which Tconid not have failed 
to be duly sensifle. Bot, sir, L beg leave to 
ask how, and where, did you get. your inte 
oir ant that suc 


all “ personal eniaé 
voursell So par tic ley a bi sy on the oreasto 

Wirs it beeause your flaca pride led you to 
ideliove thar the wetgnto!f your influence was 
creater than that iy avy other oflicer of the 
navy, or that you were more tenacious of its 
honor “ and respectahuity,” than the rested 
the officers were? You assure me. however, 
‘that, in the interchange of opimion wits 
other officers respe ting me, you lhavednever 
met with more thea one who did not entice! 
concur Wilh you in the opinton you have éx- 
pressed of me.” Indeed! and what is ihe 
reason? = [tis because | SUPPOSE YOu abe Mas 


ommonly attended by a trein of deyeod. ots 
ho, toenj » the sunshinevof your fa act 
» eaterers for yar vanity; ard: r 


arouad you like satellites, borrow their chiet 


hh © efforts” were made by > 
ne; and even asimit they were, why should 

you alone, disclaiming, as you preie ad te AO 5: 

; apAinst me, have mote bs 
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consequence qws the countenance you may | 
condescend to bestow upoa them 

You, at leagis, arrive at the main point; 
the “ object” of my letter of the 23d ultimo, 
which you might have ve hed by a much 
shorter route, and have the fatigue | 
of being compelled, ia selt 
wiih you so tar as you have 
gue ize of dt flan: Cc, rey yresen 
use d by you, § that you woul td cheerfully meet 


saved me 
defence, 


The lan. |! 


rone. 
” 


me in the field , and honed PT would yet act}, 
like a man,’ are disavowed by you. And you | 
further deny having ever invited me to the 

field, or expressed a hope that L would eall 
you out; but you observe that, * being tnform- 


ed by a gentleman with wnom fhad conf: rred 


upon the subject, that I left Norfolk, tor the | 
seat of yaverument, some time before our 
June correspondence. with the intention of 


calling you out, yeu stated to that gentleman, 
as you have to aé/others with whom you have 
conversed upon tin subject, that, if I made 
the call, you ld meet mes but that, upon 
all scores, you would be much better pleased 
to have nothing to do I certainly 
do not evactly know who that intermeddling 
man na with whom you say J “ con- 
ecstong 3 but, if I be allowed to conjec- 
ire, | think , can recognize in him the self 
same oflicious gentleman, who, | am credita- 
bly informed, originated the report of your 
e use of the gasconading expres- 


wou 
' ° 
Wii me. 


a 
erentie 
2 


may 


having mad 
you have disowned:—lIn this respect 1 
this, how as it 


any other person, 


sions 


t Rad ' 
nay be mistaken. Be ver, 
may, I never gave 


to understand that 


Lim, or 
my visit to 
last spring was for the purpose of * calling 
’nor did Igo here with any such 


‘e ; 
VW asuington 


you out,’ 


liow you can reconcile your aifecting in- | 


erence towards me,in the remark © that, |) 
hi 





op all scores, you w 
sed to have nothing to do with me,” with the 
very aelive part which, itis generally known, | 


ow jietler 


me, | am at a loss to 


and which clearly evinces, 


ve taken against 


No, sir, you 


. ir 
you 


vou fia 


, . i) 3 
concern as yeu pretend and wish it to be be- | 
lieved you 10, nm regard to the course of cona- 
duct my honor and my injuries aay, in my 


ire meto pursue. You havea 
ed from the world, 
or for any tu- 
bar my 
is true 


idement, requ 
nolive, not to be conceal 
done or said, 
may make, to 
service, It 


for ail you have 
ure’endeavours you 
‘* re-admission” into the 
you have never given mea direct, formal, and 
vritien invitation to i 
Ou! wht to send to 


as one gentieman of honor 
another. But, if your own admissions, that 
u had * incautiously mgr you would meet 
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to travel | 


ed to have been | 


nuld be much better piea- | 


feel not so much un- | 


vd = ! 
wet you in the held, such || 


if you had got 
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pledged yoursclf, you might re consider the 
| subject, ? and all this too without any provo- 
|\cation on my part, or the most distant intima. 
ition from me, that I had a desire to meet you, 
‘do not amvunt toa challenge, I cannot com. 
prehead the object or import of such declara. 
tions—made as they were in the face of the 
world; and to those in particular, whom you 
knew would not onl ly communicate them to 
me, but give them circulation; under all the 
| ciscumstances of the case, I consider you as 
|haviag thrown down the gauntlet, and I have 
||no hesitation in accepting it. This is, how. 
jever, a point which it will oot be for you or 
me to decide, nor do I view it as of any other 
importance th: inas respects the privilege al- 
lowed to the challenged party in relation to 
ithe choice of weapons, distance, &c. about 
which [ feel not more © fastidious,” I assure 
than you do; nor do I claim any ad- 
whatever which I have no right to 
could [ stoop so low as to solicit 
jany. Ekoow you too well to believé you would 
i have any inclination to concede them. All 
I demand is to be placed upon equal grounds 
| with yon; two honorable men may 
||decide upon, as just and proper. Upon tie 
, subject of duelling, [ perfectly coincide with 
the opinions you have expressed. LE consider 
vitas a barbarons practice aaata ought to be 
exploded from civilized society; but, sir, there 
may be causes of such énttebrdinney and ac-~ 
gravated insult and injury, received by an ir- 
dividual, as to render an appeal to arms, on 
|| iis part, absolutely necessary; mine I con- 
ceive to be a case of that description, and f 
ae myself constrained, by every tie that biads 
e to society, by all that can make life desi- 
ijrable to be, to resort to this mode of obtaining 
that redress due to me at your hands, as the 
only alternative which now seems to presen 
itself fur the preservation of my honor. 
q To conclude > you say, * from my manner 
f proceeding, it appears to you that I have 
;come to the determination to fight some oie, 
‘and that I have selected you for that purpose.” 
To say nothing of the vanity you display, and 
the importance you seem to attach to yourself, 
in (hus intimating, that being resolved to figh? 
| myself into favor, FE couid no o herwise do so 
thaw by fixing upon you, the very reverse of 
{| which you infer is the fact; I never wished to 
\fight in this way, and had you permitted me 
to remain at rest, I should not have disturbed 
lyous T shonld have pursued the “ even cenor 
hor my way,” without regarding you at all— 
But this would not have suited your ambitious 
views. Youhave hunted me out, have perse- 


you, sir 
vantage 
j insist upon; 


such as 


cuted me withall the power a:! influence of 
ye wr office, and have declared your determi- 
nation to atte:npt to drive me from the navy, 
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rin, NATIONAL RUGIST 
{LT should make any “ efforts” to be empioy- 
ed, and for What purpose, or from what other 
motive than to obtain my rank, I kaow aot: 
if my life will give it to you, you shall have ao 
opportunity of obtaining it. And now, sir, i 
lave only to add, that, if you make khuowa | 
your dele rmination, aud the haine of you 

fiend. [ will give that of mine, in order to 

complete the necessary arrangements tu a 
I can make no oliver | 
apparent tardiness of this 
communication, than merely to state, that, 
} n very familiar terms with my family, 
oul of tenderness to their feelings, 1 bave 
wiite> under great restraint. 

lam, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARRON. 
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ediny conduct, and that, if you req: uired 
i, 1 would overcome my own disinclination, 
and fight you. Instead of calling rime out 
injuries waich you chose to insist that L have 
heaped upon you, yu have though fit to enter 
lato this war of words. 
I reiterate to you. that I have not challeng- 
ed,nordo I intend to challenge you. 
hot consider it essential to my reputation that 
T sh mld notice any thing which may come 
tr im you, the more > par ticul: rly, when you de- | 
clare. your sole object in wishing to draw the 
Challenge from me, is, that you may avail | 
Yourself of the advantages which rest with 
the challenged. Itis evident, that you think, | 
or your friends for you, that a fight will help 
You bat, in fighting, you wish to incur the 
seast peosiie risk. Now, sir, not believing 
wht of this nature will raise meat 
in public estimat ion, but may even have a con- 
trary effect. I do not feel at all Siepoocd to 
remove the difficulties that lay in your way 
t be of vour secking; and 
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with we in opinion respecting your claims to 
service, 4s being my satellites, I think Iam 
not mistaken, when [infirm you, that all the 
officers of our crade, your superiors as well 
as inferior:, with the exception of one, who is 
your junior, concur in the opinion, that you 
ought not to be employed again, whilst the 
imputations, which now lie against you, re- 
main: nor have they been less backward 
than myself i expressing their opinions. 
Your charge of my wishing to obtain your 
rank, will apply to all who ate your juniors, 
with as much force as to myself. . You oever 
have interfered with me ia the service, and, 


at the risk of being esteemed by you a little 


vain, { must say, Ido not think you ever will. 
Were I disposed to kill out of my way, as 
you have been pleased to iasinyate, those 
who interiere with my advancement, there 
are others, my superiors, who I consider fair- 
ly barring my pretensions ; and it would serve 
such parpose better, to begin with them. 
You say, you were the means of obtaining 
me the first commission [ever had in the ser- 
vice. I deny it; E feel that I own my stand- 
ing in the service to my own exertions only. 
Your statement, that your advice prevents 
ed me from resigning on a former occasion, 
is equaily unfounded. I have never, since 
my first admission into the navy, contemplated 
resigning ; ind, instead of being ordered, as 
yoo state, from the Ist lieuteuaacy of the 
New York, tothe 2d of the Chesapeake, Com 
Chauncey, who was then flag captain, can 
testify, that bo was solicited to remain as Ls 
lieutenadt of tae fag ship: and I should have 
remained as such, had it not. seen for the de- 
mand which the government of Malta made, 
forthe deliwerv of. the persons who had been 
concerned iw the affair of honor, which led to 
thedeath of a British officer. It was deem- 
ed fiecessary to $end all the persons implicat; 
ed fm that affair out.of the way and I weat 
homeio the Chesapeake,-as apassenger. 
You have been pleased to allude to my hav- 
ing received the hospitality of your family. 
The oniy time I recollect to have been at 
your house, was, on my arrival from the Medi- 
terranean inthe Congress, fourteen years past. 


You came on board, and dined with me; and’ 


invited the Tunisian ambassador and myself 
to spend the evening with vou at Hampton. 
T accep'ed your iavitation. You having now 
remiudsdane of it, tends very much towaids 
removing the weight of obligation I might 
otherwise have felt on this score. 

You speak of the good conduct of your an 
cesturs.. As, your own conduct is under dis- 
cussion, and not theirs, I cannot see how their 
former good character can at all serve your 


THF. NATIONAL NEGISTER—APRIL 1, 1820—THE DULL. 


You have charged the officers who concur 
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present parpose, = Fortasately for our cogn. 
try, every man stands upon his own merit, 

You state that the “ Virginia delegation iq 
Congress” had presented a memorial in your 
favor. I would infer fron this, that all, or the 
greater purt, of the Virginia delegation haq 
interposed in your behalf. This, sir, is not 
the fac. A few of thom, fam informed, dig 
take an interest in your case; bat, being in. 
formed of the charges existiag against you, 
of which hey were before unapprised, they 

did aot press farther your claims. Fiom the 
knowledge P have of tee high-minded gentle. 

men that compose the Vir sinia de egation, if 
| they would take the t ouble fo examine your 

case, T shonld, for my own part, be entirely 
satisfied to plaice the Louor of the service upyg 
their decision. 

You offer as your excuse for permitting four 
months to intervene between our June corres. 
pondence (with which, from your letter, you 
‘appeared to be satisfied) and your letter of 
(23d October, your indisposition. I am au- 
| thorized in saying, that, for the greater part 
‘of the four mogths, you, were out attending to 
| your ostal avocations. . 

Your offering your life to me would be quite 
affecting, and might 7as you evidently intend) 
fexcite smypathy, if it were not ridiculous, 
Tt will not be lost sight of, that your jeopar- 
jdizing your life depends upon yourself, and 
;Mot upon me; and is done witha view to fight. 
jing.your own character up.. I have now to 
a you, that [ shalt pay no further atten. 
ition to aty-commusication you nay make lo 
iat, other flan a direct eall ta the field, 
. Your obedient servant, . 

SEEPHEN DECATUR.’ 
To Commodore ‘Janes Barron," 








h Waniyton, Virginia, O0"": -, . 
NOM ostiris gd vunictul 
Norrorx, January 16th, 1820) - 


Sir: Your letter ofithe 29:halt.4 have te 
ceived. Init you say‘that you Have’ now to 
H inform me that vou shall pay no further ‘t- 
ltention to any communication that, I may 
‘make to you other than a-divect call tothe 
‘field; in aaswee to which d have onl y'to reply, 
|that whenever you will consent to meet me 
‘on fair and equal grounds, that is, sich as 





\two honorable men may consider just.aa 

|proper, you are at liberty to view this-as that 
lcall; the whole tenor of your comdatcr'to me 
\jnstifies this course of proceeding on my path 
as for your charges'and remarks, T regard 


know not such a feeling—I cannot be sus 
| pected of making the attempt to exéite it. 

[ am, sir, yours, &c. JAMES BARRON. 
To Com. Stepien Decstur, Wasuington. 
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No, 12 
Wasuinxectox, J:nuary 24, 1820 
Sir: I have received your communicative | 
of the 16th, and am at a loss. to know what} 
or intention is. If you intended it as aa| 
challenge, 1 accept it, and refer you to my. 





friend com. Bainbridge, who is fully author-| 
ized by me to make any arrangement he pleas, 
gs, as regards Weapons, mode, or distance. 

our obedient servant, 
STEPHEN DECATUR, 


Com. James Barron. 


; 


No. 13. 
Nouronk, February 6, 1820. 
Sir: Your letter of the 29th December found 
me confined to bed, with a violent bilious fe- 
ver, and it was eight days after its arrival be- 
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sent a diversity of opinions, which at one produced 
a A. fficults, which would not exist, ifthe population 
had a mg’ toc.cet delegate to attend their inter- 
eat: and a> it respects the population of the District, 
disfranchised from the great and essential priac'ples 
of self sve r, ment by the federal constitution, they 
are entiicd to this Consideration It is our duty, 
said, Mr. J to give them all we can, consistently 
with the conditions and terms of the constitation. 


|| As it respects the Congress. we well know that the 


|| burthen of detail and local matter, in Jegislation not 
only protracts our sessions but draws the mind 
from the investigatian of more important national 
objects. The District of Columbia, although ten 
niles square, has-a- growing pepalition, now 
aMounting to upwards of 30,000-.suuls, and Gon- 
gress is vested with the power of exclusive legisla. 
tive department [It isa complete politica! corpo- 
ration, and requires much time to mature sysiems, 
tnd pass laws for the purposes of promoting their 
prosperity and happiness. 





fore 1 was able to read it; the fever, however, 
about that time left me, and my convale- 
sence appeared to promise a moderately | 


vick recovery. I, therefore, wrote you my | 


note of the 16th ultimo; in two days after [| 
relapsed, atid have had a most violent attack, | 


Pee eee ad me 300 : : 
which has reduced te bn oe low, but as saon dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


as Lain in a situation to write, you shall hear 
from me to thepoint.’ Tam, sir, your obedient 
servant,” JAMES BARRON. 
Com. Stephen Decatur, Washington. 

eee aD 


Ist SESSION—16th CONGRESS: 
IN SENATE. 
mance 29 
THE DISTRIC® OF COLUMBIA ‘ 

Mr. Jounson, of Ken. submitted the tullowing 
tesolution, for consideration: Foy 

Resolved, That the committee on the Diatrict.of 
Columbix be instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing to the said Uistrict a Delegate in 





ilenquiry ~ 
|} The Senate, onthe motion of Mr. Futrot, re 


He hoped that there wauid :e no objection to the 
The resolution lies on the table. 


|| samed the consideration of tie bill to remit the du- 


ties on certain goods consumed by the late fire at 
Savar nah, 

Mr. Ecriotr addressed the Senate in support of 
the bill; and, having been amended, the bill was or- 


The Mouse resumed the consideration of the 
military appropriation bill—the question on increas- 
ing the « propria‘ion for tne Quarter: Master 
General’s Department, from 450,000 to 500,000 
dollars, being still under consideration— 

H Mr. Triwace added some remarks to what he 
H said yesterday, and went into sundry detaiis to shew 
that the appropriation proposed would’ be neces- 
sary for the Quarter Master-General’s department, 
independently 0: avy regard te the Missouri expe- 
dition; that it would be less than the appropriation 
for the same service in 1811, when the army was 
only between five and six thousand men, and no 
post more distant than Belle Fontaine; that it would 
be inadequate to the estimates of the Quarter- 
Master General, wiose arrangements had greatly 





Congress, upon a footing with the Delegites from 
the several territorial governments. . 

Mr Jouxson remarked that, while he wasame(p- 
ber of the other house, be saw the necessity, and | 
intoduced a resolution which hadf r its object the! 
representation of the people of the distant territory | 
of Michigan, by admitting them to send a delegats | 
toCongresa.; (Vive law which originated from that | 
tetobitions alinitting a-delegate to Udngress.) “Fhe 

law which originated feom that tesalution, admitting | 
idelegate to Congress, had priduced the most sali.’ 
tary consequences, in relieving Congress from 113, 
tention to local detail, without any correct da‘, 













povernment by’ its immediate representative. He | 
aid, along attention te-the same subject had con. | 
Vinced him of the equal necessity of allowing to the | 
District cf Cohimbia « delegate wpon a fuoting with | 
the territorial governments. aad 
fue’ position of Congress in the midst of this peo | 
rle, does not-furnish us with corresponding means 
Catrectinformatisn; nor had he ever discovered 
ess necessity for an al to.a delegate for tn 
egistation of this Nhathier that a diafant oe aie A for 
Vien any subject was brought befite Congress tire 
tizens who felt most iateredted i the measure 
ould make their communicationyaad always pre- 


ageroe 


ind in avindieation of the rights of that territorial ' 


economised the expences of his branch of the ser- 
vce, and their exécution was indispensible to the 
public interest. . 

Me Smita waseef opinion, that the expedition 
for which thig appropriation was’ intended, was in- 
expedient—if encouraged it. would in time draw. - 
thie whole army from the Atlantic states, which the 
ptoper defence of the sea coast would not permit, 
uh where the number now was too small, and in- 
volve the aecesssty of increasing it, im which case 
the amount now ijn question.would be a meredrop. 
The post contemplated was not for the protection 
of our frontiers, because it was too far in the inte- 
rior of the fndian ‘country, by five or six hundred 
miles; that intermediate posts mus! be maintained, 
and as soon.as, this line was estabhshed, settlers 
would follow them, right or wrong, and forma 
viring of settlements for 1800 miles, and involve the 
country in endless broils with the Indians, . Think. 
ing: thus, though he entertained the highest respect 
for the authority under which the Expedition was 
commenced, it was perfectly fair to check it by 
» Ubbolding the appropriation, and thus expressing 
'\. sense of the Senate on it. 

Vr Dasa stated the object of this expedition as 
vt as the Mandan Villages, taken in connectipn 
with the posts up the Mississipp), to be for the 
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protection of ows fron anti alvanc omen 
the north west fur trade, as weil as to p ’ 
of fore: @ners from being carcied on with the I 
ans in teat quarts, Se. and he read t rm 

the Secretarv o' W,. » Conere ss, ont } 

to «lew more fully ‘he objects and 
expedition, ‘To eli these objects, ( 
dollars were required, in addition to 

be, withont it. necessary, tf the e 1 rena 
ed at the Council lulls. He insisied 

the national Advantages in view, and whi ] 


accrue from it if the expedition shouk 
ous'v executed. 

Mr. Bnwanrns spoke in ren'y to 
hy a refereue to the character of th 


on formerty by the French with the 


yiate (he aronments of Nir. S. and to sl 


stance, that forts in the Indian country 
the effect of preventing rather than exc 





2 as ; 
hostliteeseeneitver would they produce ral se 


! 
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yin the next Congress, w ; read a third time, pas 
ted, and » tothe other Liouse for concurrence, 
t Tv se . ‘ ® 7c. 

| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

j MARCH 29 

} The House took up and proceeded to conside, 
' 

i 

j 


i} the resolatios, submitted by Me. Tay ht the 


25th inst prescribing an order for the conse-s vor 
-# business referred to comsaittees of whoie 
md the said resolution being read at the Cle wp 
}.able, and modified by the mover, was aprendt 
li by the blouseas folloss: 

| Heenived, hat the business referred to ti) 

i} mittee of the whole house, shall be called tor 
| 

| 





ith, anc Ul sideration in the folowing order: 
carriscd 1. Private bills which bave passed the Semi 

ins, too-Thhave been reported favorably by a comnuttee 
low, iInstto the House. 

oe be 
would Dave || 2. Private bills reported by a committee of 1! 
ting In han |! ffouse, 

3. Bills and resolutions of a public nature 

sett nei? | 4 Bills which have yassed the senate and hare 


would be resented by the very means which | 


was argue) wold encourage them. 
My. Wrisew would hesitate, were 


this anes 


question: but having been gone into delibersa‘e 





by the Executive 


us wreat stress w 


as aid on 


and much good expected trom it Sy that branc 
the government he would not now endeavar 


P wt if eek , w 


dng a small additionai sun. 


Mr. Lavwaw adveested the expedition, an 


spoke of the zreat importance ‘f the fu 


r trade, anc 


the immense extent of that which would be opened 


by sexpedition and which he woul: 
en it were of 


to he usurped by forego traders, ev 


, 


{not suffer 


leas vaine; that to permit the intrusion of foreica 


s within our limits was a violatson 


i> shut them ou was neces 


of the frontiers and th 





spite of all reguiutions, until they had 
Pacific: 





Mr Surza maintained that, as the laws prohibit 
eds: t'l son th Sadian lands, theis widletiiis 
mult ermiited or ouraged by achain! 
of mosts for 1809 mies into the Indian coun'ry. and! 

ke toshew the defence le 233 condition of the forts 
mn the seabeard., in which jhe adduced several 


} row \dangered the so 


erest 


of the rights 

afetv of th 

sary to il 

of the p i " 


settlements world follor yw these posis was 


¢ 


1 but they would s»read to t 


‘ Vest mm 
cached the 


facts. and the inexpedsency of drawing off into 


the west troops necessary to man tl 
works 






the amendmeat reported by 


nance, to increase the appr jation fi 


Master General’s department, from 


le Maritime 


committee of fi- | 
r the Quar- || 


1 45U UUU to 


900 doliars, and decided in the affirmative, by 


and nays, as follows: 


Veas.—Messrs. Dana. Eaton, Edwards, Jonson, 


f Ken. Joanson, of Lou King, of Al 
Leake, Liovd, 

Pinkney & oe ts, Sanford, Stok 
Trivsbie, , 
hams, of ten Wilson.—24 











son, Kitiot, ¢ King. of N.Y, 

Morril, PL . Pie s. Rurcgles, § 

Lirhenor, \ W'itian eM 
. ar 

g 


ives frum the states of Massachusetts 


con N 


ab. Lanman, 


soran, Lowrie, Nob!e, Gus, Parrott, 
es, thornas, | 

, a “a »ch eden afiax g cunia'y 
Ales Walker, of Geo Wil coche expediency of affording some pe 


arbour B own, Bu rrill Dic c'ser- 
} 


' — 
uth, Pay 
au] 

1 


b . 
»>- i- 


an) Maine! 


| en reported egamst by a comnmittee of tie «lc 
5. Re vorts unfavorable to petitions. 
} Res: ived, Chat the clerk, under the direction 
i} e¢ Speaker, do arrange the business in the pr 
| ding order to-morrow. 

} On motvon of Abdbutf, 

}} Resolved, Phat the comm'tee on the judiciary 
be instructed Lo enguire Pinto ibe expec eney 
gala rointene out under ha cire am-terce 
Has by what means, private pr perty moey he talen 
pabdtic use, under the emervency of war, and 





che manner by which just compersa 


' é 

| uving 

bai be made ‘or the same; also to preierbe ile 
| i 


ar nes in which soldiers may be quartered jn any 
e without the consent of the owner, in time: 


Phe House resolved itrelf into a committee of 

ho.: o the state of the Union, and, after con 
time spent therem, Mr Speacer resumed the chav 
and Mr, Tavlos reported iiat the comm:t'ie of the 
whove had, according to order, had the «tare of (he 


fe 


U> on ander consideration, and directed him to: 
ort their agreement to the resolution submitted by 
Mr Cobb, on the 24th of Janua:y fast. proposing 
1: ame ident tothe Constitution of the U 3. 
to prohibii the appotatment of members of Cor 
g ess to olfices, with amendinents; as, also, th 
ement to the resolution of the Senate «pri- 














sins n ene nen to the Constitution of ihe 
pUpited 9 tates, us it respects the Choice o Electors 

i President an 4 Vice it es side nt of the United 5 bel ha 
ja dihe ¢ i «of Representatives ia the © ongre 
e United States. 

‘ibe House ook ap and proeeeded to consid: 

eport of the committer of the waole upon! 

state of the Union: where 1pan it was, o: dered, thi 
the said resolutions severally jie om thetabie. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Md, 

Resolved, That the committe on the post offic 
ud post’ roads be  ioteucted to  engnt 








relief to the widow and children of Jahn Fleay 
tei! carrier, kil-ed by the persons wtioe rece 
t robbed the United States math nea: Baltinore 
A message in. writing was received from the 

r ne United States, by Mr, J. J. Moar 
| . eas v. which is aa follows. 
2'o_ the House of Repre: sentatives. 
| tm mitco he rouse cf Represen's : 
Hy ursuance of their resoiution oft he 3ist of vi 











ore 


oud 


are - «4 


ion +6 on a> 


ee, Ot 


oe i 











ed Stale 


Ut ngre 
considt 
upont 
»red, that 


sie. 


st _ 
eng! 
a 
1 Fleas, 
reces 
ore 
s the 
Moaret 


Dee 


05. 





jected.] 








Vou. TX) 


ary last, a report from the Secretary of the T'rea. 
sury, with the do. uments which accompanied it, 
JAMES MONROE, 

Washington, 28th March, 1020, 

‘The said message was read, and, together with 
the report therein communicated, ordered to lie on | 
the table. | 

The Speaker !aid before the Housea letter from | 
the Secretaiy of the Navy, transu.itting sundry || 
statement: in relation tothe privateer pension fund} 
which have been prepared inobedience o the reso. 
intion of the 15th inst, which was ordered to lie on |! 
thetable. 

Mr an penson, from the committee on public} HI 
fands, reported a ‘vill for regulating the matner of | 
setting the accounts of the several Deputy Suar- | 
veyors of Missouri and A: kansas territories, which | 
was twice read and commutied. 

KEVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS 

Mr. Sronas, from the select committee to whom ib 

' 


was recommitted the bill to amend the Revolu 
tionary Pension naw, reported a new bill, the bet 
ter to enable the intentions of We original Law to |! 
be carried into effect; which was twice read and 
committed 

Ihe resolution, recommended by the committee |! 
f claims, on the case of William Henderson, for}! 
losses sustained during the war, was after debate |! 
concurred in by the house. [This claim was re 


ATTEMPT to EXCLUDE the REPORTERS of the || 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER 

Mr. Rawnvourn’s motion submitted yesterday to }| 
exctude Messrs Gales and Seaton as reporters jj 
from the House, was taken up, and debated for a}} - 
considerable time. ‘The mover supported his mo- j) 
tion in his usual style of prolix, yet playful elo- -H. 
quence; and was followed on the same side by |} 
Messrs. Strother and Pindall: Mr. Brush opposed |} 
| 

bre 





the motion, stating his reasons at large for se domme, 
and concluded by requesting Mr. Rand olph to dis- | 
tinctiy state, in a partici dar’ manner, his complaint | 
against the said reporters. | 
Mr. Ranpoten then, after replying to Mr. Brush, | 
submitted his resclution modified as follows: 
Kesolved, That Gales & Seaton, having publish | 
ed an incorrect report of the Proceedings of thi 
House of the 23d, not from their own view and | 
hearing thereof, but on the representation of some | 
unknown person, whose name they have refused to| 
give, when thereto required by a member trom 
Virginia— 
‘Vherefore, Resolved, That, uniess they give up} 
the author of such report, Gales & Seaton, Hditors | 
ef the National [ntelligencer, be excluded from} 
this House as Reporters of the proceedings thereof, | 
The question on this proposition was decided in| 
the neearive as follows, by the yeas a or nays beng 
taken: only eight voting im the iffirmative, and one | 
bh undred 1 and forty in the negative { 
{Vhe eight who voted in the negative were} 
c tiefly of the Virginia delegation, namely, Messrs. | 
Floyd, Nelson, Pindall, Randolph, 8. Smith, and | 
Strother: the two others were Mr Bayly of Mary- }} 
land, and Mu" Kebertson of Kentucky. } it 
MAkCH 3U 
On motion of Mr, Srocuwn, the committee on | 
Comimerce were directed to enquire into the expe- 
cheney of having a Light House built a Ocracock | 
Inletin the state of North Carolina 
Mr, Sawren submitted the tollowing Tesolve: 
tesolved, That a committee be appointed to jj 





enqiire into the exp 
offices of the Customs as May be proper to sup ibe ss 
in cc onsequence of their unpr oductiveness, their 
jinutility, or from any other cause; and that they 
have leave to report by biil or otherwise 


would barely observe 
genuy called for, both from the situation of the 


the services rendered, and the salaries 
by the officers whose posts were contemplated to 
he suppressed, that he was surprised the subject 
had not been proposed to this Hous e before. If 
the resolution were adopted, Mr. § 
| saving 1 
{lars without the 


! ceived on bead the 


; ceived on that account; 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 1, 1820—CONGRESS. 225 


ediency of abolishing such 


In submitting the resolution, Mr. S. said he 
that its adoption was So ur- 


‘Preasury, as well us from the disproporuon between 
received, 


Was gure a 

annually made of7 or 8.030 dol- 
» least detriment to the public. 

Yhe resolve was ordered to he on the table. 

Ga motion of Mr. Lowspes, it was 

Re ssrlved, ‘I hat the Secretary of the Department 
of the Navy be divecied toinform this Mouse, whe- 





ight be 


ther the commander of the On tari, during her 
| late cruize mi the Pacific Ocean, received any pre- 
scut from the Viceroy of Lima, and, if be did, what 
disposition has been made thereof; whether he re- 
Ontario any citizens or sub. 
jects of « tureign power, and any moneys or effects 
belouging to foreis an subjects or citizens tobe trans- 
ported from one tore ign port to another; if such 
joreign subjects were so received, whether any of 


lihem were in the Military or naval service of go- 


vernments engaged in war; if any money or effects 
were so transported, whether any freight was re. 
and whether any and what 
instructions have been given by the Department of 
the Navy, respecung the transpoitation, in public 
tins of the United States, of passengers, money, 
or effecis. 
the biii from the Senate further to suspend, for 
a limited time the sale or forfeiture of lands for 
non-pavineut of the monies due therefor, was read 
a third time and passed. 
My bye of private bills passed through commit- 
- of the whole, and were ordered to be read a 





third time. 


—— or 


iixtract from the documents, transmitted by the 

President,ta Congress on Spanish Affairs, on 

the 27th iast. ‘Poe other part wiil be given oa 

Friday. 

Vhe Duke of San Fernando and Quiroga to Mr 
Forsyth, 
[TRANSLA TION, ] 
lo the Minister of the United States: 

Sig—In consequence of the decision of the King 
my master, and in conformity with the communica- 
ions Which my predecessor and U have had the 
honer to maketo you, ‘he moment has arrived when 
the person of whom 'lis Matesty had made choice, 
i¢ about to proceed to America, for the purpose ‘of 
asking of your government the explanations which 

tis Mojrsty bas judged to be indispensab'e, pre- 
jous te the ratification by His Majesty of the trea-- 
-y conciuded and signed by Don Luis de Onis 
The Plenipotentiary anpointed is the Marechal 
fe Camp Don Francisco Dior nisio Vives; a distin. 
ais ed person,in whom he has given ‘the most 
nole powers to se'tle al] the difficulties he so ear. 
vestly wishes tosee removed, snd sneceeded by the 
Liisbinent, on a Solid basi, of that harmony be- 
ween Spain and the United States to whieh, the: 
: sso strong! inyite them, 


nuly nhtare 
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As Don Fraticisco D. Vives wil! set out immen't 
itely his journey ard proceei expeditiousiy, | 
yw Ben the measure now communicated to a 
and w ich you will be plersed to make know: 
your government, 23 dispensing wi'h ary far 
! cion here of thepoin's which form the ubjec 

pove-named gentieman’s present mission 
niinvanee of it wou'd only tend to embarra 
he cour-eofthe direct negotiation a»out io be es- 
i ished 
] -enew t y” 
ui hed rep 
reyver.a ! 
e Duke cf SAN 
Palace, 16h December, 
Ex ract of aletter fr Gallatun to the Seer 
tarv of State, dated Paris. January 22, 182U 
A-cording to some accounts the intended 
ister to the United States left adrid on the 9h 
The Urtish Ambassaor here told me that he w 
oltre on the llta” 

ct of a letter from Mr Everetr 
is at the Hai the 

dated ! lagi ie, Jan 25, 1820 

«+1 etated in « late fetter, upon the authority 
the Spanish Charge ¢’Affaires here, that Mr. Onis’ 
successor, General Vives, was at Paris, a1 is w 
to America. Ut appears however that he has no 
yet left Madrid ” 


| 


an v 


he 


, Six the assurances of my disiin. 
" ‘, ané’ TV pray God to preserve you 
mn 


+, 


re “ 
“Pe 
u 


SNDO& QUIRUGA 
814 
a 


4 


Charge d°At 
Secretary of State 


Xt Pa 
4 
; 


of 


‘ 





TRANSLATION. I 

Extract of a despatch from Count Nesselrode, to} 

Mr Poletica, Minister of H I M the FEmpct ry 

of Russia, in the United States, dated 27th Nov.} 

(9th Dee.) 1819 

* You have doubtless been able to 
for nation how far the President’s last 
to Mr Forsyth were postive. The Emperor wili 
noi take it upon him to justify Spain, but h 
charges you to plead, with the Government a 
Washington, the cause of peace and concord. Tha 
Government ts too enlightened to take hasty steps 
avd its rights appear to be too s hil, not to be 
weakened by a violent course of proceeding; 
on the other hand, suchts the character of the cou 
siderations which command the ratification, by 
Spon, of the arrangement relative to the Floridas 
that it is to be hoped sive will at length yield to the 
force ofevidence The United States will then 
bave added & outation of an able, that ofa 
mo lerate policy ii gather, with security, the 
fruits of thetr His Imperial Majesty. 
therefore. wisties that if there be yet time, you} 
would engage the Government at Washington to 
give to the ims Ministry @ proof of putts 
vi'neh vscireum ccs mgnt indeed scem to sup 
4 Neverthe} 


the Empcror does mer 
P in this discus He makes, above 
pr tension to exe 


ion ono 
se an inAnence in the couaci!s 
or foreign power 
Gictared by his conc 


He merely expresses a w sh. 

ern for the general weltare, 
and worchy of the generous good faith which char- 
acierizes the Government of the United States.” 


? 


obtain in 
instructions 


wm 


+ 
al 


. 


avd 


wisdom. 


e Te 


te 


norage 


soam nce. 
i 
ss not 


ree 
ret 


t 


a), 


MINT of the UNITED STAIES. 


January Ist, 1820. 
»,—T have now the honor of laying before you 
a report of the operations of the Mint during tbe 
last vear 
#vom the statement of the Treasurer, it appears 
"La, within the above period, the coinage has been 





i? 
‘ 


| your most obedient servant, 
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In gold, $l 23 pieces, am ting to s 258 Sis 
lo siiver, 2352,000 do do 1 140.000 
\In copper, 2,671.000 do do 26,410 

Amounting to $1,425,525 
| Making, in the whole, 5,074,723 pieces. 


The amount of coinage would have been conside* 

tably creater hada sufficient supply of butiion been 
poten furnished; but, fer four or five mor.ths, no 
dep sits of any consequence were received Du- 
ing tis interval, however, the workmen were ad- 
antageously employed in completing and impro- 


| ving the buildings and machinery belonging to the 
esta lishmen ; 


and the mint is now, it is believed, 
fully competent to coin al the gold and silver which 
it is probable will hereafter be received, as wc'! as 
to carry on the copper coinage to any desirable 
| owe for, even with asingle press, at the rate it 
is Now working, eighty tons (seven anc ud a half mil. 
| onset cents) may »e coined in the Course of a ) car, 

Ihave the honor to be, with the greaiest respe 
ht. P Al TLRwBON. 


ct, 


James Monror ; 
Vresiden! of the United States 


Tn this week's report of Congressional Proceedings, we are sor- 


| Fr) tosay that the Bankrupt bil, has been rejected in the Senate 


T © cause of this det-at is thought to arise chicfly trom the cir- 
cu stance of engrafting » provision for voluntary bankruptey 
ne bill, which even the friends ef the proposed system object- 
. Ab ineffectua! ettempt has siuce be n made to reconsider 


ote on this question, 


ed 


he Philadephia New Theatre, was burnt to the ground on 
2nd inst. and two adjouing houses shored the same fite. 


he late London advices inform us of a horribl- p'ot to assas- 

te the whole of the British cabinet. 

nd crushed, The story hus an air ot improbability: some 
i dk it has been got up fur ministerial purposes, 


It was timely discovet - 


he revolution in Spain is steadi'y progressing, a blow has 
struck, in which the royalists jost 1000 men, and suffercf 
defeat. 


DIED, 


At his house near Dublin, freland, the Right Hon 
Henny Guarray. for many years a member of Par- 
iamen from the city of Dublin, and one of the 

ost eloquent patriots and statesmen that his native 
has produced. Mr. Grattan had reached 
vanced age of 78. and was considered zs u 

didate for we Pathamentary election about to 
k- place under the new sover cign George, LY. 

t iow ng character of him has been handed 

> by ore oi bis countrymen, who admired kim 
ile hving and who venerates his memory now 
is dead: Beloved by all—many sons of Brin 

ve honored the land of their birth, bur none more 
.o than Grart The most determided asserer of 

r righis—the redresser of her wrong --the Advo- 

eo! religious and political liberty, not only Irish- 
von but men of 7 countries may well deplore the 
oss of such a ma Wilberforce lived to see his’ 

bors in favor of ye African successfiil—Grattan 
ved to conduct the Roman Catholics of Ireland in 

il view of their emancipation; which, it is believ- 

, willbe one of the first measures recommended 
ry ‘his present majesty tothe new parliament 
[N. ¥. Daily Ad 
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